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Located in Central Africa, the Gabonese
Republic covers nearly 267,667 km? for a
population of about 2.3 million inhabitants,
whose density remains very low (= 8
inhab./km?). Rich in natural resources (oil,
manganese, uranium, precious wood), it has a
GDP of nearly USD 18 billion and a per capita
income of about USD 7,500.

Snamed the continent's "green lung", it is home
to exceptional biodiversity, including forest
elephants and gorillas, which live in close

interaction with local populations.

However, in recent years, social changes —
climate change, increased exploitation of
natural resources and strong urbanization —
have profoundly influenced the traditional
balance between humans and the natural

environment.

Over the years, Japan and Gabon have built
sustainable cooperation in the fields of
environmental protection and cultural studies,
promoting research exchanges, conservation

projects and university training.



Context

Geography &
biodiversity:

* 85% of the territory covered with tropical
forests, "green lung" of Central Africa.

* Forest elephants and gorillas gathered
around the villages, testimonies of
traditional cohabitation.

¢ Gabon has 13 national parks and Gabon has
9 marine parks and 11 aquatic reserves, for
a total of 20 marine protected areas. These
protected areas cover 26% of Gabon's
marine space.

90 000

FOREST ELEPHANTS

+1500

GORILLAS IN LOANGO
NATIONAL PARK

Current issues:
* Climate change and movements of wildlife to

inhabited areas.

* Exploitation of resources (wood, minerals)
and urbanization.

Gabon-Japan
Cooperation:
« Environmental research programs (e.g.

gorilla microbiota project, Univ. Kyoto).

e Cultural initiatives (anthropologist
exchanges, museography).

100 MILLION
TONS OF CO2
PER YEAR




OBJECTIVES OF THE

EVENT

« STRENGTHENING JAPAN-GABON ACADEMIC AND CULTURAL EXCHANGES

PROMOTE UNDERSTANDING OF BIODIVERSITY-SOCIETY INTERACTIONS

ENHANCE THE FIELDWORK OF YOUNG RESEARCHERS

OPENING AN INTERNATIONAL DIALOGUE ON TROPICAL SUSTAINABILITY




PRESENTATION OF
THE SPEAKERS

Naoki MATSUURA

e Sugiyama Jogakuen University, Faculty of Human
Relations, Department of Human coexistence.

e He has been conducting research for more than 20 years
on the Babongo, a hunter-gatherer people living in the
tropical forests of Gabon. He has published in particular
Les peuples de la forét aujourd'hui (2012). His work
explores the various forms of human coexistence
beyond the oppositions between urban and rural, State
and indigenous populations.

Momoko OSAKA

e PhD student at the University of Kyoto, Institute of
Regional Studies Asia-Africa.

e She conducts field research in Gabon on the ecology of
forest elephants that venture into inhabited areas. His
work focuses on the spatial relationships between
humans and elephants. She will also present images of
her study.

Miku MINAMIKAWA

e PhD student at Kyoto University, Faculty of Science.

e Hisresearch in Gabon focuses on the analysis of the
intestinal microbiota of wild gorillas, in order to
understand the interactions between the environment,
social structure and health of primates.




PROGRAMME
(PREVISIONNEL)

10h00 - 10h30

1st | Introduction to Gabon (Matsuura + Osaka & Minamikawa)

11h30 - 12h00

2nd | Ga':rbon'ese fauna: elephants and gorillas (Osaka &
Minamikawa)

13h00 - 13h30

Gabonese life and culture: villages, rituals, songs and
3th | Dpances (Matsuura)




To visit

THE GABON PAVILION

LOCATION: COMMONS C EVENT SPACE, EXPO
2025 OSAKA-KANSAI
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